Agency 490

Department of Natural Resources



Recommendation Summary



Dollars in Thousands

	Annual FTEs	General Fund-State	Other Funds	Total Funds

         

1995-97 Expenditure Authority	1,490.6	41,786	191,740	233,526

	        

Total Maintenance Level	1,542.3	49,619	177,895	227,514

Difference	51.7	7,833	(13,845)	(6,012)

Percent Change from Current Biennium	3.5%	18.7%	(7.2)%	(2.6)%

     

Performance Changes

Fire Protection *	2,700	(5,000)	(2,300)

Watershed Management Proposal #	383	383

Geology and Mining Support	1.0	139	139

Additional Timber Sales	25.2	8,926	8,926

Silvicultural Investments	6,404	6,404

Public Use and Recreation	5.5	506	506

Jobs for the Environment	9,000	2,133	11,133

Photo and Map Activities	2.0	875	875

General Inflation	(269)	(1,225)	(1,494)

Year 2000 Conversion Costs	161	636	797

Burning Permits	(16)	(16)

       

Subtotal - Performance Changes	33.7	11,592	13,761	25,353

     

Total Proposed Budget	1,576.0	61,211	191,656	252,867

Difference	85.4	19,425	(84)	19,341

Percent Change from Current Biennium	5.7%	46.5%	.0%	8.3%





Performance Changes

         

Fire Protection *

The Department of Natural Resources' (DNR) fire protection program is funded through assessments on landowners which are placed in the Forest Fire Protection Assessment Account (FFPA) and the state General Fund.  If expenditures were to continue at the current level the FFPA would be close to $6 million overspent.  In order to maintain the program at an adequate level and keep the fund solvent, landowner fees are increased by $2.5 million or 16 percent, the FFPA expenditures are reduced by $5 million and the GF-S support is increased by $2.7 million.  (General Fund-State, Forest Fire Protection Assessment Account) 

       

Watershed Management Proposal #

The management of forest practices is moving from a permit-by-permit basis to management on a landscape basis.  This is made clear by the development of Habitat Conservation Plans (HCP) by the state's largest timber landowners.  DNR will contract for a strategic plan which will develop an alternative rule package for large landscape management planning.  Additional funding is also provided to contract for a  cartographer to update stream typing data collected by the Northwest Indian Fish Commission.  This data is critical to ensure the protection of the state's salmonids.  (Water Resource Administration Account) 

       

�Geology and Mining Support

The Department of Natural Resources monitors surface and metal mines in the state.  Additional funding is provided to meet increased workload for these activities.  This work will reduce the backlog in surface mining permit applications, improve technical and educational assistance and allow the regulation of one additional metal mine.  (Surface Mining Reclamation Account, Metals Mining Account) 

       

Additional Timber Sales

In recent years the workload associated with the preparation of timber sales has increased. This package provides staff necessary to maintain timber sales at the current level of 600 million board feet (MBF).  Without this support the DNR timber sales will be reduced by 40 MBF each fiscal year.  Additional staff is also provided to prepare timber sales for Fiscal Year 1999 necessary to meet the Board of Natural Resources new annual sustained yield harvest level of 655 MBF.  (Resource Management Cost Account, Forest Development Account) 

       

Silvicultural Investments

The DNR is proposing a significant new investment in silvicultural activities on state forest board lands.  Based upon the draft ten year silvicultural plan, the agency will conduct pruning, thinning and fertilization activities on more than 21,000 acres.  These activities will result in increased revenues at the time of harvest.  (Resource Management Cost Account, Forest Development Account) 

       

Public Use and Recreation

State trustlands are receiving increased recreation use.  Funding is provided to increase the maintenance of trails and recreation sites, to monitor their use through an ongoing survey process and to hire four region volunteer coordinators to recruit, organize and supervise volunteer activities on state lands.  (Forest Development Account, Off Road Vehicle Account) 

       

Jobs for the Environment

Since 1993, $26 million in state and federal funding has been spent in Washington to employ 829 natural resource workers to complete watershed restoration projects to protect salmon and other species.  Funding is provided to continue this program into the 1997-99 Biennium.  (General Fund-State, General Fund-Federal, Water Quality Account) 

       

Photo and Map Activities

Funding is provided to replace and upgrade DNR mapping equipment, to acquire additional aerial photography, and to produce additional geographic materials for sale.  The agency will also make a one time expenditure to automate the distribution of geographic materials.  Finally, DNR will increase scanning and indexing of survey records obtained through cooperative agreements with counties.  (Surveys and Maps Account, Resource Management Cost Account, Forest Development Account) 

       

Year 2000 Conversion Costs

Numerous DNR financial and data systems are not ready for the year 2000 computer conversion.  Funding is provided to modify existing systems to meet the new date requirements.  (General Fund-State, Forest Development Account, Off Road Vehicle Account, Surveys and Maps Account, Aduatic Lands Enhancement Account, Resource Management Cost Account, Forest Fire Protection Assesment Account, Access Road Revolving Account) 

       

Burning Permits

Funding for the burning permit and regulation program is reduced to reflect revenues to the Air Pollution Control Account.  (Air Pollution Control Account). 

       

     



�

Agency Mission��The Department of Natural Resources is the designated land manager for a variety of publicly owned lands and resources on and within these lands, including trust lands granted to Washington citizens at statehood.  The lands are managed for effective stewardship of state natural resources and, where applicable, for revenue production.

��Major Agency Strategies and Performance Measures��STRATEGY

Complete the transition to managing and protecting whole systems.��Performance Measure  (Based on Maintenance Level)

Watershed administration units (WAUs) managed on an ecosystem basis (as a percentage of total forested WAUs).���__________ 1993-95 __________�__________ 1995-97 ____________�____________ 1997-99 ____________���FY 94 Actual�FY 95 Actual�FY 96 Actual�FY 97 Estimate�FY 98 Proposed�FY 99 Proposed��Outcome�0.4%�1.8%�2.1%�5.5%�8.1%�10.7%

��Performance Measure  (Based on Maintenance Level)

Compliance inspections of high risk forest practice permits.���__________ 1993-95 __________�__________ 1995-97 ____________�____________ 1997-99 ____________���FY 94 Actual�FY 95 Actual�FY 96 Actual�FY 97 Estimate�FY 98 Proposed�FY 99 Proposed��Output�--�--�--�7,200�7,200�7,200

��STRATEGY

Work to enhance the value of our legacy and the income it produces for trust beneficiaries, both now and in the future.���Performance Measure  (Based on Timber Sales Performance Change Item)

Timber sales value generated for trust beneficiaries (dollars in millions).���__________ 1993-95 __________�__________ 1995-97 _____________�____________ 1997-99 ____________���FY 94 Actual�FY 95 Actual�FY 96 Actual�FY 97 Estimate�FY 98 Proposed�FY 99 Proposed��Outcome�$205.3�$285.3�$226.9�$259.8�$255.0�$260.0

���Performance Measure  (Based on Timber Sales Performance Change Item )

Volume of timber sold (millions of board feet).���__________ 1993-95 __________�__________ 1995-97 _____________�____________ 1997-99 ____________���FY 94 Actual�FY 95 Actual�FY 96 Actual�FY 97 Estimate�FY 98 Proposed�FY 99 Proposed��Output�357�607�563�629�600�650

���Performance Measure  (Based on Timber Sales Performance Change Item)

Average cost per million board feet of timber sold.���__________ 1993-95 __________�__________ 1995-97 _____________�____________ 1997-99 ____________���FY 94 Actual�FY 95 Actual�FY 96 Actual�FY 97 Estimate�FY 98 Proposed�FY 99 Proposed��Efficiency�$37,000�$22,400�$22,300�$20,500�$26,360�$24,332

���

STRATEGY

Provide for public access and recreational opportunities for a growing population.���Performance Measure  (Based on Public Use and Recreation Performance Change Item)

Percentage of agency-managed recreational facilities maintained to full service standards.���__________ 1993-95 __________�__________ 1995-97 _____________�____________ 1997-99 ____________���FY 94 Actual�FY 95 Actual�FY 96 Actual�FY 97 Estimate�FY 98 Proposed�FY 99 Proposed��Output�56%�56%�56%�60%�85%�85%

��STRATEGY

Prevent and fight wildfires; prepare for earthquakes.���Performance Measure  (Based on Fire Protection Performance Charge Item)

Percentage of wildfires controlled at or below 10 acres on agency-protected land.���__________ 1993-95 __________�__________ 1995-97 _____________�____________ 1997-99 ____________���FY 94 Actual�FY 95 Actual�FY 96 Actual�FY 97 Estimate�FY 98 Proposed�FY 99 Proposed��Outcome�92%�96%�95%�95%�94%�94%

��












