Agency 465

State Parks and Recreation Commission



Recommendation Summary



Dollars in Thousands

	Annual FTEs	General Fund-State	Other Funds	Total Funds

         

1995-97 Expenditure Authority	538.7	37,795	31,150	68,945

	        

Total Maintenance Level	563.6	40,806	29,093	69,899

Difference	24.9	3,011	(2,057)	954

Percent Change from Current Biennium	4.6%	8.0%	(6.6)%	1.4%

     

Performance Changes

Retrospective Rating Refund	10	10

Bridge Safety Inspection	160	160

1997-99 COP Project Impact	.3	150	150

Revenue Enhancement	106	106

Visitor and Ranger Safety	5.0	242	242

Weed Control/Stewardship Planning	200	200

Boating Safety	480	480

Snowmobile/Sno-Park Grooming	692	692

General Inflation	(209)	(155)	(364)

       

Subtotal - Performance Changes	5.3	233	1,443	1,676

     

Total Proposed Budget	568.8	41,039	30,536	71,575

Difference	30.1	3,244	(614)	2,630

Percent Change from Current Biennium	5.6%	8.6%	(2.0)%	3.8%





Performance Changes

         

Retrospective Rating Refund

The Department of Labor and Industries retrospective rating refund will be used to enhance safety programs in the agency.  (Industrial Insurance Premium Refund Account) 

       

Bridge Safety Inspection

The state parks system contains 100 bridges, overpasses and other structures which span roads and trail systems.  The Commission currently has no bridge inspection program.  This potentially threatens public safety and is out of compliance with the national bridge inspection standards (23 Code of Federal Regulations 650).  In order to meet legal mandates, ensure public safety, and potentially qualify for federal road maintenance money, State Parks will contract with the Washington Department of Transportation for bridge inspection services.  (Motor Vehicle Fund-State) 

       

1997-99 COP Project Impact

In the 1995-97 Biennium, State Parks was authorized to pursue $600,000 in Certificate of Participation (COP) projects.  These projects make investments in park facilities which generate additional revenue.  A total of $1.7 million in COP projects is recommended in the Governor's capital budget.  Work will be completed at Cama Beach, Ocean City, Grayland Beach, and other parks statewide.  Funding is provided for debt service and additional staff for the projects completed in the 1997-99 Biennium.  (Parks Renewal and Stewardship Account) 

       

�Revenue Enhancement

Funding is granted to acquire additional interpretive materials for sale at state parks.  (Parks Renewal and Stewardship Account, Parks Improvement Account) 

       

Visitor and Ranger Safety

Staff in several parks near urban areas are faced with increased visitation and difficult issues related to ranger and visitor safety, including homelessness, gang activity, vandalism, and under-age drinking.  Additional staff are provided at Dash Point, Saltwater, Illahee, Wenatchee Confluence, and Yakima state parks to deal with these issues. 

       

Weed Control/Stewardship Planning

Controlling noxious weeds has become an increasingly difficult issue for the state natural resources agencies.  A report recently completed by the State Noxious Weed Control Board has identified an additional need of $275,000 a biennium for State Parks to adequately control weeds on its property.  Additional funding is provided for Washington Conservation Corps crew members and private contractors to treat 1,600 additional acres per year for weed infestations. 

       

Boating Safety

The Federal Fiscal Year 1997 budget provides a $15 million increase in boating safety funds distributed to the states.  Additional anticipated federal funding is provided to increase boating safety activities and grants.  (General Fund-Federal) 

       

Snowmobile/Sno-Park Grooming

Chapter 164, Laws of 1996 (Engrossed Senate Bill 6566) increased snowmobile registration fees.  These additional revenues are appropriated to purchase additional snow grooming equipment and to increase grooming of snowmobile trails.  Additional funding is also provided for increased grooming of cross country ski trails at state sno-parks.  (Winter Recreation Program Account, Snowmobile Account) 

       

     



Agency Mission��The Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission acquires, operates, enhances, and protects a diverse system of recreational, cultural, historical, and natural sites.  The Commission fosters outdoor recreation and education statewide to provide enjoyment and enrichment for all and a valued legacy to future generations.

��Major Agency Strategies and Performance Measures��STRATEGY

Respond to the increased demand for public services through developing new recreational facilities, services, and programs and diversifying facilities, services, and programs to meet changing visitor demands and by managing the increasing visitation at existing facilities, services, and programs.��Performance Measure  (Based on Maintenance Level)

Average time customer spends on hold for telephone reservations (in seconds). ���__________ 1993-95 __________�__________ 1995-97 ____________�____________ 1997-99 ____________���FY 94 Actual�FY 95 Actual�FY 96 Actual�FY 97 Estimate�FY 98 Proposed�FY 99 Proposed��Outcome�--�--�--�120�110�100

���

Performance Measure  (Based on Maintenance Level)

Overnight campsite occupancy rates. ���__________ 1993-95 __________�__________ 1995-97 ____________�____________ 1997-99 ____________���FY 94 Actual�FY 95 Actual�FY 96 Actual�FY 97 Estimate�FY 98 Proposed�FY 99 Proposed��Outcome�36%�35%�37%�46%�48%�49%

��Performance Measure  (Based on 1997-99 COP Project Impact Performance Change Item)

Number of overnight campsites serviced and maintained. ���__________ 1993-95 __________�__________ 1995-97 ____________�____________ 1997-99 ____________���FY 94 Actual�FY 95 Actual�FY 96 Actual�FY 97 Estimate�FY 98 Proposed�FY 99 Proposed��Output�7,069�7,052�7,052�7,140�7,140�7,200

��STRATEGY

Increase the level of financial self-sufficiency by maintaining and increasing the agency’s ability to generate revenue.���Performance Measure  (Based on 1997-99 COP Project Impact Performance Change Item)

Total park-based revenue collected (dollars in thousands).���__________ 1993-95 __________�__________ 1995-97 _____________�____________ 1997-99 ____________���FY 94 Actual�FY 95 Actual�FY 96 Actual�FY 97 Estimate�FY 98 Proposed�FY 99 Proposed��Outcome�$8,699.9�$8,779.6�$10,073.4�$11,375.5�$10,700.9�$11,377.0

���Performance Measure  (Based on Maintenance Level)

Number of reservations taken.���__________ 1993-95 __________�__________ 1995-97 _____________�____________ 1997-99 ____________���FY 94 Actual�FY 95 Actual�FY 96 Actual�FY 97 Estimate�FY 98 Proposed�FY 99 Proposed��Output�29,000�30,000�39,000�83,500�101,500�119,400

��












