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Dollars in Thousands


	Annual FTEs	General Fund-State	Other Funds	Total Funds


         


1995-97 Expenditure Authority	981.7	8,978	130,274	139,252


	        


Total Maintenance Level	981.7	8,996	128,027	137,023


Difference	18	(2,247)	(2,229)


Percent Change from Current Biennium	.2%	(1.7)%	(1.6)%


     


Performance Changes


Attorney Salary Increases	1,997	1,997


Computer Software Migration	586	586


Ecology Legal Services Demand	2.0	470	470


DSHS Legal Services Demand	2.0	240	240


Complex Litigation	1.0	200	200


Tort Defense Increase	3.0	1,080	1,080


Additional Legal Services	2.0	903	903


Motor Vehicle Warranties Act	(768)	(768)


General Inflation	(71)	(1,108)	(1,179)


       


Subtotal - Performance Changes	10.0	(71)	3,600	3,529


     


Total Proposed Budget	991.7	8,925	131,627	140,552


Difference	10.0	(53)	1,353	1,300


Percent Change from Current Biennium	1.0%	(.6)%	1.0%	.9%








Performance Changes


         


Attorney Salary Increases


The Office of the Attorney General has experienced a significant turnover of Assistant Attorneys General who have less than ten years of experience with the agency.  A special salary increase was funded in the 1995-97 Biennium to allow the Attorney General to target salary increases to these attorneys to address the retention problem.  Additional funds are provided for a second attorney salary increase in the 1997-99 Biennium to ensure that the agency can retain attorneys who have less than ten years of experience with the agency.  (Legal Services Revolving Account) 


       


Computer Software Migration


The agency has recently purchased Microsoft software for its word processing.   Funding is needed to enter into Microsoft maintenance contracts offered by the Department of Information Services.  These maintenance contracts allow the Office to automatically receive software upgrades to stay current with the vendor's latest software versions.  Current software is needed to ensure that the Office can exchange files with state and local government agencies, private law offices, and county, state, and federal courts.  Funds are provided to allow the Office to keep 1,100 work stations and 70 network file servers operating under the latest Microsoft software.  (Legal Services Revolving Account) 


       


Ecology Legal Services Demand


In January and February of 1996 the Department of Ecology made over 500 decisions on pending water right applications.  One-hundred and seventy-five of these decisions have been appealed.  The agency also has three water resources cases before the appellate courts that will have major impacts on workload.  Funding is provided for an additional attorney and a legal secretary to help address this increased workload.  The new attorney and legal secretary will focus on water resources appeals.  (Legal Services Revolving Account) 


       


DSHS Legal Services Demand


The Department of Social and Health Services has experienced a significant increase in litigation.  Funding is provided to support two paralegals that will be dedicated to preparing cases of termination of parental rights.  Their work will free up attorneys to handle more complex legal issues affecting the agency.  (Legal Services Revolving Account) 


       


Complex Litigation


The Criminal Litigation Unit assists county prosecutors and the Governor in the investigation/prosecution of complex legal cases, cases including multi-county jurisdiction, white collar crime, crimes involving governmental corruption, and cases where conflict of interest is present.  New complex litigation is anticipated in the 1997-99 Biennium.  Funding is provided to add one staff attorney to this unit of the Office of the Attorney General.   (Legal Services Revolving Account) 


       


Tort Defense Increase


Since 1961 when the state waived sovereign immunity, the courts and the Legislature have steadily expanded tort liability, which has resulted in increasing numbers of claims and lawsuits against state government.  In the past three years the number of lawsuits against the state have increased 50 percent.  Funds are provided to support three tort defense assistant attorneys general to investigate, resolve, and defend the state against lawsuits.  (Legal Services Revolving Account) 


       


Additional Legal Services


The Department of Labor and Industries, Office of Administrative Hearings, Office of Marine Safety, Public Disclosure Commission, and Office of Environmental Hearings need additional legal services above the amount in their base.  Funds are provided to support these additional legal services.  (Legal Services Revolving Account) 


       


Motor Vehicle Warranties Act


A reduction in the New Motor Vehicle Arbitration Account expenditure is necessary due to declining revenues and insufficient fund balance.  (New Motor Vehicle Arbitration Account) 





Agency Mission�
�
It is the mission of the Attorney General’s Office to deliver to officials, agencies, and citizens of the state of Washington the highest quality professional legal services.


�
�
Major Agency Strategies and Performance Measures�
�
STRATEGY


Exercise leadership in addressing the legal issues affecting the public interest, legal profession, judicial system, and government.�
�
Performance Measure  (Based on Maintenance Level)


Number of processing days per formal opinion.�
�
�
__________ 1993-95 __________�
__________ 1995-97 ____________�
____________ 1997-99 ____________�
�
�
FY 94 Actual�
FY 95 Actual�
FY 96 Actual�
FY 97 Estimate�
FY 98 Proposed�
FY 99 Proposed�
�
Outcome�
176�
161�
122�
90�
90�
90


�
�
�



Performance Measure  (Based on Maintenance Level)


Number of processing days per informal opinion.�
�
�
__________ 1993-95 __________�
__________ 1995-97 ____________�
____________ 1997-99 ____________�
�
�
FY 94 Actual�
FY 95 Actual�
FY 96 Actual�
FY 97 Estimate�
FY 98 Proposed�
FY 99 Proposed�
�
Outcome�
91�
85�
78�
90�
90�
90


�
�
Performance Measure  (Based on Maintenance Level)


Percentage of contested tort cases judged in the state’s favor.*�
�
�
__________ 1993-95 __________�
__________ 1995-97 ____________�
____________ 1997-99 ____________�
�
�
FY 94 Actual�
FY 95 Actual�
FY 96 Actual�
FY 97 Estimate�
FY 98 Proposed�
FY 99 Proposed�
�
Outcome�
89%�
94%�
90%�
90%�
90%�
90%


�
�
*Settlements are not included in the number of contested cases.  Contested cases include those that are dismissed or go to trial, arbitration, or summary judgment.�
�
STRATEGY


Protect the interest of Washington consumers and businesses through innovative solutions to unfair business practices.�
�
�
Performance Measure  (Based on Maintenance Level)


Consumer dollars recovered per consumer protection dollar spent.�
�
�
__________ 1993-95 __________�
__________ 1995-97 _____________�
____________ 1997-99 ____________�
�
�
FY 94 Actual�
FY 95 Actual�
FY 96 Actual�
FY 97 Estimate�
FY 98 Proposed�
FY 99 Proposed�
�
Efficiency�
$1.72�
$1.64�
$2.08�
$2.28�
$2.49�
$2.72


�
�


















