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Recommendation Summary





Dollars in Thousands


	Annual FTEs	General Fund-State	Other Funds	Total Funds


         


1995-97 Expenditure Authority	2.5	5,805	5,805


	        


Total Maintenance Level	5.0	11,738	11,738


Difference	2.5	5,933	5,933


Percent Change from Current Biennium	100.0%	102.2%	102.2%


     


Performance Changes


Attorney Fees Increase	688	688


       


Subtotal - Performance Changes	688	688


     


Total Proposed Budget	5.0	12,426	12,426


Difference	2.5	6,621	6,621


Percent Change from Current Biennium	100.0%	114.1%	114.1%








Performance Changes


         


Full Biennium Operation


The Office of Public Defense is a new agency that began operations on July 1, 1996.  The agency's 1995-97 expenditure authority and FTE figures reflect one fiscal year of operation.  The total maintenance level figures include the effect of operating the agency for a full 24 months. 


       


Attorney Fees Increase


This item funds an 11 percent increase in reimbursement for counsel providing indigent appellate defense in non-death penalty cases.  The constitution guarantees counsel for indigent appellants.  (Public Safety and Education Account)  


       


     





Agency Mission�
�
The Office of Public Defense was established by the 1996 Legislature to administer all criminal appellate indigent defense services.  This includes administering all state funds appropriated for appellate indigent defense; establishing administrative procedures, standards, and guidelines for the program, including a cost efficient system that provides for recovery of costs; recommending criteria and standards for determining and verifying indigency; collecting information regarding indigency cases funded by the state; and reporting annually to the Legislature and the Supreme Court.
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