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Office of Administrator for the Courts


Recommendation Summary








Dollars in Thousands


	Annual FTEs	General Fund-State	Other Funds	Total Funds


         


1995-97 Expenditure Authority	306.7	24,225	50,344	74,569


	        


Total Maintenance Level	312.5	25,125	36,559	61,684


Difference	5.8	900	(13,785)	(12,885)


Percent Change from Current Biennium	1.9%	3.7%	(27.4)%	(17.3)%


     


Performance Changes


Court Futures Study	1.0	100	100


Courthouse Security	3,400	3,400


Juvenile Court IS Integration	1.0	2,612	2,612


Appellate Database Integration	375	375


Appellate Database Rewrite	1.0	264	264


Electronic Documents Study	200	200


DISCIS Data Entry Feasibility Study	60	60


Courts Automated Proceeding System	1.0	548	548


JIS Equipment Replacement	4,000	4,000


Electronic Publication Distribution	100	100


Automated Pro Se Information	1.0	188	188


JIS DB2 Database Review and Upgrade	1.0	408	408


Juvenile Court IS Backup Data	110	110


Disaster Recovery Plan	960	960


Electronic Judicial Order Sharing	228	228


Misdemeanor Criminal History	191	191


Expanded Law Agency Access to JIS	522	522


Seattle Municipal DISCIS Conversion	100	100


Snohomish Dist. DISCIS Conversion	96	96


Year 2000 Conversion	400	400


Court of Appeals LAN Support	3.0	278	278


Judicial Education Travel	212	212


Minority and Justice Comm. Projects	200	200


Transfer Snohomish Diversion	(258)	(258)


       


Subtotal - Performance Changes	9.0	3,400	11,894	15,294


     


Total Proposed Budget	321.5	28,525	48,453	76,978


Difference	14.8	4,300	(1,891)	2,409


Percent Change from Current Biennium	4.8%	17.8%	(3.8)%	3.2%








Performance Changes


         


Court Futures Study


The Office is requesting one-time funding to conduct a study and develop a strategic plan for restructuring and funding Washington’s judiciary.  The study would include development of an improved method for assessing judicial and clerical staffing needs.  (Public Safety and Education Account) 


       


�
Courthouse Security


This on-going item provides funds to the Office of the Administrator of the Courts for distribution among requesting state and local courts seeking security equipment and training. 


       


Juvenile Court IS Integration


This one-time item funds the programming costs associated with integrating the Juvenile Information System into the Judicial Information System (JIS).  The conversion will also assure that the database for juvenile offenders, which contains social and detention information, is Year 2000 compliant.  (Judicial Information Systems Account) 


       


Appellate Database Integration


The Office requests one-time funding to perform the programming necessary to integrate the Appellate Court Docketing System (ACORDS) with the Judicial Information System and assure Year 2000 compliance.  ACORDS handles case management for the Court of Appeals and Supreme Court, and contains the database of all attorneys eligible to practice law in Washington State.  (Judicial Information Systems Account) 


       


Appellate Database Rewrite


The Administrator for the Courts requests one-time funding to allow the ACORDS system to migrate from a mainframe to a local-network or personal-computer environment that is more reliable and cheaper to maintain.  (Judicial Information Systems Account) 


       


Electronic Documents Study


This one-time item funds a study of the feasibility of enabling the courts and the Attorney General's Office to file routine court documents electronically with the Court of Appeals and Supreme Court.  (Judicial Information Systems Account) 


       


DISCIS Data Entry Feasibility Study


The Administrator for the Courts requests one-time funding to study the feasibility of enabling local prosecutors and law enforcement agencies to upload infraction and misdemeanor data from local systems into the District and Municipal Court Information System (DISCIS).  If successful, this approach would eliminate redundant data entry by the courts.  (Judicial Information Systems Account) 


       


Courts Automated Proceeding System


The Administrator for the Courts requests training and installation funds for the new Courts Automated Proceeding System (CAPS) in 235 courts statewide.  CAPS is a case-scheduling system for courts.  (Judicial Information Systems Account) 


       


JIS Equipment Replacement


The Administrator of the Courts requests funding to implement year two of the agency's schedule for replacing aging computer equipment in local courts.  This request assumes a replacement rate of 20 percent per year.  (Judicial Information Systems Account) 


       


Electronic Publication Distribution


One-time funding is requested to enable the Administrator of the Courts to make agency-supported manuals for judges and their staff available electronically and to provide access to the manuals via the Judicial Information System network.  (Judicial Information Systems Account) 


       


Automated Pro Se Information


Funding is requested for a demonstration project to provide pro se litigants (litigants who act as their own attorneys) with electronic forms filing capability and information at courthouses, libraries, or through the Internet.  In addition, court facilitators would be able to request standard forms through an automated telephone system.  (Judicial Information Systems Account) 


       


�
JIS DB2 Database Review and Upgrade


The Administrator for the Courts seeks one-time funding to review the Judicial Information System database structure to identify changes that would improve response time, ease system maintenance, provide 24-hour access, and provide the ability to develop end-use functions more rapidly.  (Judicial Information Systems Account) 


       


Juvenile Court IS Backup Data


The agency requests one-time funds to provide uninterrupted access to data on juveniles' prior history of offenses.  (Judicial Information Systems Account) 


       


Disaster Recovery Plan


The Administrator of the Courts seeks on-going funding to design, test, and train employees in the use of a disaster recovery/business resumption plan that assumes that essential, centralized JIS functions are unavailable for several days due to earthquake or other major disaster.  (Judicial Information Systems Account) 


       


Electronic Judicial Order Sharing


This one-time item would provide the capability for electronic transfer of such judicial orders as warrants or restraining orders from the courts to other criminal justice agencies.  (Judicial Information Systems Account) 


       


Misdemeanor Criminal History


In response to revisions to the Sentencing Reform Act, enacted in 1995, the Administrator of the Courts seeks one-time funding to create the capacity to store indefinitely in JIS those records of misdemeanor and gross-misdemeanor criminal history necessary to determine whether an offender has remained crime-free long enough to have prior felony convictions disregarded at a subsequent felony sentencing hearing.  (Judicial Information Systems Account) 


       


Expanded Law Agency Access to JIS


This on-going item funds toll-free telephone access to JIS by local law enforcement agencies seeking criminal justice information.  (Judicial Information Systems Account) 


       


Seattle Municipal DISCIS Conversion


The Administrator for the Courts requests one-time funding to study the feasibility of converting the Seattle Municipal Court's information system to DISCIS.  (Judicial Information Systems Account) 


       


Snohomish Dist. DISCIS Conversion


This one-time item would fund conversion of the Snohomish County South District Court to DISCIS, enabling county and state sharing of court information.  (Judicial Information Systems Account) 


       


Year 2000 Conversion


This one-time item funds replacement of vendor software that does not meet Year 2000 standards, as well as needed changes to applications using at-risk vendor software.  (Judicial Information Systems Account) 


       


Court of Appeals LAN Support


This on-going item adds 3 FTE staff to provide on-site staff support for local area networks (LANs) at each Division of the Court of Appeals.  (Judicial Information Systems Account) 


       


Judicial Education Travel


The Board for Trial Court Education seeks on-going funding to reimburse travel expenses associated with judicial training and education.  (Public Safety and Education Account) 


       


�
Minority and Justice Comm. Projects


The Minority and Justice Commission requests on-going funding to design and present cultural diversity education programs, conduct a major empirical research study, and prepare its annual report.  (Public Safety and Education Account) 


       


Transfer Snohomish Diversion


The Administrator of the Courts requests a funding reduction to reflect the proposed transfer of the Snohomish County pre-prosecution diversion program to another state agency.  This program diverts offenders away from the court and into counseling or substance-abuse treatment.  (Public Safety and Education Account) 


       


     





Agency Mission�
�
The Office of the Administrator for the Courts’ mission remains to advance the efficient and effective operation of the Washington State judicial system so that courts in turn can achieve their mission of providing an independent, accessible, and responsive forum for the just resolution of disputes.


�
�


















