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April 1, 2008 
 
 
To the Honorable President and Members, 
The Senate of the State of Washington 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 
 
I am returning, without my approval as to Section 3, Second Substitute Senate Bill 5596 entitled: 
 

"AN ACT Relating to fair payment for chiropractic services." 
 
This bill provides that a health insurance carrier may not pay a chiropractor less for a given 
service or procedure than it pays any other provider for that service or procedure. 
 
Section 3 directs the Insurance Commissioner after January 1, 2010 to contract for an evaluation 
of the impact of Section 1 on the utilization and cost of health care services, and requires carriers 
to provide any data necessary to complete the evaluation.  The evaluation is due to the 
Legislature by January, 2012.  Since it was not otherwise funded, the study will be paid for 
through the administrative assessment levied on carriers by the Office of the Insurance 
Commissioner.  This is a significant administrative burden on carriers with little benefit.   
 
For these reasons, I have vetoed Section 3 of Second Substitute Senate Bill 5596. 
 
With the exception of Section 3, Second Substitute Senate Bill 5596 is approved. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

/s/ 
Christine O. Gregoire 
Governor 
 


