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May 14, 2007

To the Honorable President and Members,
The Senate of the State of Washington

Ladies and Gentlemen:
I am returning, without my approval as to Section 8, Second Substitute Senate Bill 5790 entitled:
"AN ACT Relating to skill centers."

Sections 1 through 7 of this bill provide for further development of skill center programs,
program access for additional students, state level coordination of the skill center program, and a
funding formula for the programs.

Section 8 of this bill amends RCW 84.52.068, which specifies the amount of property tax
revenues deposited into the Student Achievement Account. The Superintendent of Public
Instruction is directed to ensure that skill centers receive moneys generated by skill center
students.

The Student Achievement Fund was created by Initiative 728 in 2000. School districts receive
allocations from this fund based on the number of students enrolled in the district. The amount
to be allocated per student is specified in RCW 28A.505.220. One source of funding for this
allocation is a deposit of state property tax revenues. RCW 84.52.068 specifies the amount of
property tax revenues per student to deposit into the Student Achievement Fund. Because the
property tax deposit is less than the total per student allocation from the Student Achievement
Fund, other sources of revenue are also used to ensure full funding for the allocations.

Although the intent of Section 8 is to ensure that skill centers receive their share of the total
Student Achievement Fund allocation, the provision relates to the property tax deposit only. The
language of the section therefore fails to accomplish its intended goal.

For this reason, | have vetoed Section 8 of Second Substitute Senate Bill 5790.
With the exception of Section 8, Second Substitute Senate Bill 5790 is approved.
Respectfully submitted,
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Governor



